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you are not bluffing. You don’t send
the Abraham Lincoln, Madam Speaker,
unless you want to make a statement.

This is the ultimate in American
military prowess. It has the ability to
rain lethality unlike the human mind
can imagine. This is the Abraham Lin-
coln, a Nimite-class aircraft carrier, a
part of a battle group. It is the equiva-
lent of sending a military base. You
don’t send it to bluff.

This is why we must be concerned.
We have to be concerned because, if
you send it because you are bluffing,
Madam Speaker, you are playing with
American military prowess; and if you
send it because you are going to use it,
you have to come to Congress. Con-
gress has to give the word.

We don’t play with this kind of
lethality. There is a reality associated
with this lethality that we cannot
imagine. We have no way of predicting
what can happen if we use this ulti-
mate form of military force.

We obviously have it to defend our-
selves and defend our allies. I don’t ob-
ject to the defensive nature of military
action, but I am concerned if you send
in this level of lethality because you
are bluffing.

So I am calling on all Americans to
please pay attention to what is hap-
pening in the Gulf region, and I am
saying to my brethren and my sisters
here in Congress: We are going to re-
gret it if this level of lethality is being
used and we did not exercise our duty,
our obligation, and our responsibility
to review impeachment of this Presi-
dent. We are going to regret it if it
happens.

This is the ultimate in lethality. You
don’t send it because you are bluffing.
It is time for us to do what we should
do here in this Congress: require an Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force;
make sure that we play our role in this
process. This is the Congress. We de-
clare war. Don’t let all of our authority
be usurped by the executive branch.

We ought to have some sense of duty
to what the Constitution requires of
us. We see what is coming, and we are
going to regret it if this ultimate in
lethality is utilized in this Gulf region
for a bluff that, unfortunately, was
called.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK
LAMERE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. KING) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I
appreciate the opportunity to address
you here on the floor of the House of
Representatives.

I rise today to honor the life of
Frank LaMere. Frank LaMere was a
leader for the Winnebagos, who had
land on both sides of the Missouri
River in the Sioux City area, and also
for Native Americans, especially in the
upper Midwest.

Over the years, our lives interacted
multiple times. I had the opportunity
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to work with him and the
gentleness of his nature.

I will say that he mellowed out in his
later years, but he never let up. He
never took his foot off the throttle. He
just found a smoother way to get to the
goals, which were to help out his Na-
tive American people.

He was a model of dedication to self-
lessness, and he also had more than his
fair share of tragedy, loss, and demons
to fight.

Over the course of his life, he dem-
onstrated that no matter the obstacles,
he could rise above them, as we could
rise above those and do the most good
we can with the tools we have to work
with.

He overcame addiction himself. He
had dedicated his life to being a voice
for the voiceless, including securing
housing, food, and other necessities for
the people whom he did such a good job
representing in the area.

Yet, tragedy still exists in our com-
munities, and Frank LaMere saw the
need to address those situations. We
collaborated on a couple of important
things together. They were the pas-
sions of Frank LaMere who passed
away on Sunday evening.

The imagination and the dream that
he had was to build Hope Street, which
would be a treatment center and hous-
ing center primarily for Native Ameri-
cans who are drug addicted or alcohol
addicted.

That project, by the way, has the lan-
guage that allows it to qualify in this
appropriations bill that we have before
us this week.

Also, the second project that was a
very, very important project was when
Frank and I had a chance meeting in
the airport in Omaha, and we began to
discuss these things, too, that were on
his mind, that brought about the bill
that is now H.R. 184. That is the Winne-
bago Land Transfer Act.

In 1865, the United States Govern-
ment and the Winnebago Tribe signed a
treaty that granted that land on both
sides of the Missouri River to the Win-
nebago Tribe. As the river changed and
situations changed—actually, I
shouldn’t say both sides of the river. It
was the Nebraska side of the river.
When the river changed, that meant
that a lot of that land actually ended
up in Iowa.

The Corps of Engineers came in 105
yvears later and condemned that prop-
erty for their own project. It was a
takings, and I believe it was an uncon-
stitutional takings. In doing so, they
never compensated them for that land,
and they didn’t use that land for the
project for which they had intended.

So, over time, the Winnebagos were
able to put the money together to go to
court. The statute of limitations had
expired. The court ruled that, if they
were going to rule on the issue, they
would grant the land back to the Win-
nebagos, but it was beyond their juris-
diction because of the statute of limi-
tations.

The only thing that puts that land
back is an act of Congress, and that is
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the Winnebago Land Transfer Act, H.R.
184. If we can conclude that this week
or next week, it will be the time that
we have finished the biggest part of the
work of Frank LaMere. We should do
so to honor his life.

One of the things that he was quoted
as saying, and this was at the services
for him: “If you haven’t been
marginalized at least once a week, then
you probably haven’t done very much.”

I can identify with that, Madam
Speaker, and I can identify with the
life of selfless work of Frank LaMere.

We honor his life. Let’s honor his life
in this Congress this week or next.

STOPPING GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise today for Hadiya Pen-
dleton, taken by gun violence on Janu-
ary 23, 2013. She was 15.

I rise for Terrell Bosley, taken by
gun violence on April 4, 2006. He was 18
and unloading musical instruments
from a car.

I rise for Blair Holt, taken by gun vi-
olence on May 7, 2007. He was 16 and
died shielding others from bullets.

Today I rise for Gregory Shondale,
killed yesterday. He was 41.

Madam Speaker, I rise for them and
for all those taken from us by senseless
gun violence that continues unchecked
in our Nation because of inaction on
the part of the Senate Majority Leader
and the President.

I rise today more than 100 days after
this House, the people’s House, sent bi-
partisan universal background check
legislation, H.R. 8, to the Senate,
which has failed to consider any legis-
lation for more than 8 weeks.

I rise today for the 100 Americans
who will lose their lives to gun vio-
lence today and Americans who will be
shot, survive, and face a lifetime of re-
covery. That will be 210 Americans.

I rise because someone must—some-
one must—stand up to speak for those
who have had their voices silenced by
gun violence. Someone must speak for
the mom of five who suffered domestic
violence, found the courage to leave
her abusive relationship, and ended up
dead because her abuser had easy ac-
cess to a gun.

Someone must speak up for the little
girl playing in the park who was
gunned down because guns are more
common than schools in her neighbor-
hood.

Someone must speak for the veteran
and the farmer who face what seem
like insurmountable odds with no way
out, who tragically end their own life.

Someone must speak for those killed
at Pulse and at supermarkets because
of who they are and whom they love.

Someone must speak for the person,
often a young Black man, who will be
gunned down by a cop who shot first
and asked questions later.

Someone must speak for the first re-
sponders who are taking their own
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